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Carlos González

10th Hampden District Representative, Chair of Public Safety and Homeland Security

Keynote Speaker

Elected on November 4, 2014 to the House of Representative in Massachusetts 10th Hampden District in Springfield,

MA with 97.3% of the votes.

In 2004, Carlos Gonzalez was the founder of the Massachusetts Latino Chamber of Commerce, where he serves as

President/ CEO. During the last ten years MALCC has assisted 2000 members start or grow their business. Mr.

Gonzalez is also the President/CEO of Nueva Esperanza, hired in 2012 he reorganized the financially strapped agency

and reestablished the organization as a powerful community champion of the poor.

In 1996 to 2004 Carlos Gonzalez served as the first Hispanic Aide to the Mayor in Springfield, MA. In 1999 Mr.

Gonzalez was promoted to Deputy Chief of Staff. In 2004 he worked as a legislative aide for State Representative

Steve Buonoconti.

In 1995 Carlos Gonzalez opened his own small business “Hispanic Marketing Services''.  As President of Hispanic

Marketing Services he published a Bi-lingual Newspaper, produced and directed a daily Spanish language music and

news television program for ETN ethnic television network.

In 1993 Carlos was contracted as General Manager to build and manage WSPR 1270AM Spanish Radio Station. In

1994 WSPR 1270 became the number one Spanish language radio station in Western MA. Carlos Gonzalez was

nominated by BillBoard Magazine and Radio Musica as one of top five best programming directors in the small

Spanish language radio station category.

Throughout his tenure in the legislature, Representative González served in a number of roles, including as a former

Chair of the MA Black and Latino Caucus.  During his time as Chair the Caucus was successful shepherding the

Student Opportunity Act, Police Reform, new funding for Homeownership, and Economic  Development and Micro

Business Grant Programs for Black and Latino communities.

He is also a former Member of MA Health Equity Task Force, and former President and Founder of the

Massachusetts Latino Chamber of Commerce

He is married and a father of five children.



Alex Guardiola

Senator Michael O. Moore

Alex currently serves as the VP of Government Affairs and Public Policy at the

Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce, the largest chamber in New England.

He holds a BA in Sociology from UNH and a JD from New England Law.

He is deeply involved in his community, not only through his work at the

Chamber, but also by serving as a member of 8 boards. At work, he uses his

extensive knowledge of local, state, and federal policies to assist business owners,

particularly small business owners and immigrants who hope to own a business

in the US. During the height of COVID-19, Alex worked diligently to spread

information on restrictions, grants, loans, and more, and ensured that this

information was shared in a multitude of languages, prompting feedback from,

and a seat at the table for, the diverse business community in the region.

Cathay Mercado

Nominated by Representative Vanna Howard

Cathy Mercado, Merrimack Valley Housing Partnership Executive Director,

tirelessly and fiercely, for more than two decades, advocates for

homeownership opportunities for low- and moderate-income earners and

collaborates with other housing-related organizations, gateway cities, and the

City of Boston. 20,000 families have completed the Project Genesis home

buyer training program and conducted 600 sets of home buyer workshops

during the 30 years. She has also been a tireless advocate for racial and social

justice for our BIPOC communities. Cathy serves on several boards in Lowell.

She is currently the Co-Chair of the Center for Hope and Healing, Inc., Acre

Family Child Care, and Fortaleza.

Carlos I. Betancourt

Nominated by Representative Antonio F. D. Cabral, 13th Bristol New

Bedford

Carlos Betancourt works in social services and is a dedicated community

activist from New Bedford, MA. Born in Puerto Rico, Carlos began

volunteering with the Latino community when he first arrived in MA in

1980 and hasn’t slowed down since. His work as a popular

Spanish-language host with WNBA 1340 and Channel 13 News helped him

build the connections and networks he needed to develop into a successful,

grassroots social service provider and a respected voice for the Latino

community in the area. Through his volunteerism with local parishes, the

local Meal on Wheels program, the Coalition for Social Justice, and the



Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless, Carlos has provided translation services and helped countless

families in New Bedford find housing, get food assistance, and appreciate the importance of voting and

getting involved in the democratic process. Carlos believes strongly in the power of community and the

importance of “loving thy neighbor.”

Cecilio Gonzalez

Nominated by Representative David LeBoeuf

Andrew works tirelessly for our community and specifically uplifting the

experiences of Afro-Caribbeans. Throughout the pandemic he has

organized several vaccine drives throughout MA including Boston and

Brockton. He also leads food and clothing drives for our community and

federal advocacy related to Caribbean people. He's a treasure in the 12th

Suffolk and we're so grateful for his leadership.

Derrick Cruz

Nominated by Senator John J. Cronin

Derrick Cruz who serves as City Councilor for Ward 6 – Fitchburg and

makes a positive impact daily. Derrick loves the residents of Ward 6 and

cares deeply for the City of Fitchburg. Derrick advocated for translation

services for the City’s website which now highlights 110 different

languages. Additionally, Derrick, with the help of many others, provided

a rescue resource expo for house fire victims. He listens intently to the

residents and focuses on their needs. Derrick truly exemplifies advancing

culture, achievement, excellence and creativity and is what “Latino

Excellence” is all about and the Senator is honored to recommend

Derrick Cruz as the Latino Excellence Award winner for the Worcester

and Middlesex District.



Esmeralda Martinez

Nominated by Representative Dylan Fernandes

Esmeralda Martinez contributes so much to our community. She

serves on the Nantucket School Committee where she continues to

be a “New Voice for Nantucket,” as she vowed to be during her

campaign. She is a trusted interpreter, helping many on the island

complete license renewal forms and immigration paperwork. She

has also married countless couples on the island as a Justice of the

Peace. Esmeralda is a helper, through and through.

Evelin Viera, MSN, RN, CCM

Nominated by Senator Diana DiZoglio

For more than two decades, Evelin has been a true leader in the Merrimack

Valley in working to provide health care for the region’s residents. In

addition to her tireless efforts as director of care management for My Care

Family, which offers coverage through MassHealth by Greater Lawrence

Family Health Center, Lawrence General Hospital, and AllWays Health

Partners, she has served with the nursing faculty at Northern Essex

Community College and Regis College and worked as an asthma and

diabetes educator at Greater Lawrence Family Health Center. For her

dedication to her community, Evelin is richly deserving of this recognition.

Gladys Franco

Senator Adam Gomez, Hampden District

Gladys is the co-founder of the Boricua Solidarity Movement.  Since

2019 she has been focused on bridging communities in the state and

country to use their congressional and political power to amplify

legislation for the needs of the island.



Isabel Vargas

Nominated by Representative Christina Minicucci

Isabel has held many community organizing roles in the

pursuit of immigrant justice. She is in her final year of law

school to further her fight to bring equity to all. Isabel

serves her community with passion and without

judgment. Over the years, she has advocated for policy

change consistently standing up against structural

inequities in housing, education, healthcare, and beyond,

to ensure the most vulnerable members of her community

have access to opportunities for success.

Jade Rivera McFarlin

State Senator Eric P. Lesser, 1
st

Hampden Hampshire

District

Jade is the Vice President of Fund Development and

Community Relations, Gandara Center. Gandara Center

has served the greater Springfield area for 45 years with

culturally sensitive mental health services.  Jade has been

instrumental in their recent program growth and move to

their new Corporate offices. Gandara advocates for equal

services in the Hispanic Community, delivers quality

bilingual behavioral health, substance use and

preventative services for children, adults and families  in

100 communities across the Commonwealth.



Javier Luengo-Garrido

Senator Jo Comerford, Hampshire, Franklin, Worcester

district

Javier is an Organizing Strategist and Community Advocate

for the ACLU of Massachusetts. Javier's work focuses on

issues spanning from racial justice to technology and civil

rights. He works on municipal and statewide policy,

advocacy, and broad-based campaigns, including currently

the Yes on 4 campaign.

“I am grateful for Javier’s counsel, expertise, and partnership.

He is a true force for good.” - Sen. Jo Comerford

Jenny Rivera

Representative Patricia Duffy, 5
th

Hampden

Jenny is the Director of Operations at Enlace de Familias, B.A. in

Education at Baypath University. Jenny serves her community as

the city councilor for Holyoke’s Ward 1, a heavily Latino populated

Ward. As the current Director of Operations for Enlace de Familias,

she leads the coordination of supplies, resources, and services for

individuals and families when they are most in need. Their activities

include food and clothing drives, credit and financial literacy

programs, cultural events, and team building through sports, among

their many activities. She has volunteered her time supporting and

guiding victims of apartment fires, gathering and organizing

donations following Hurricane Maria, and connecting people to

programs that will them thrive. Above all, Jenny serves her

community with passion, commitment, and empathy.



Jeny Gonzalez
State Representative Alan Silvia, 7th Bristol District

Jeny Gonzalez immigrated to the United States in May, 2000 from Ecuador,

working in many different jobs, developing an awareness for some of the

difficulties encountered by Hispanic immigrants. She was a teacher in

Ecuador and in 2011 she graduated UMass Dartmouth with a degree in

Education and also obtained her Masters Degree in Spanish.

She has impacted Fall River Latino community with information and

education for those who need direction and assistance with available

services within the community. A great role model for the Latino Excellence

Award.

Through UIA, she has participated in organizational research actions for

affordable housing and for the homeless with elected officials to make

proposals to take actions.  She also supports and informs the Hispanic &

Latinx community of initiatives lead by the Mayor's office, Citizens for

Citizen - CFC and Ser Jobs for Progress, Inc., also providing and assisting

the Latino population in Fall River navigating vaccines during the

pandemic.

Donelle Sean O’Neal

State Representative Frank A. Moran, 17th Essex District

Coach Dilone has worked tirelessly to provide the youth of

Lawrence with the athletic and social programming that equips

them with the skills and abilities to become outstanding

members of our community.



Judy Pineda Neufeld

Rep. Christine Barber, 34th Middlesex District and Senator Pat

Jehlen, Second Middlesex District.

As a Latina and Jewish woman and the proud daughter of immigrants,

Judy describes her dad Fred, a child of Holocaust survivors as her

political mentor, and credits her feminist roots to her mom Griselda,

born and raised in Sector Popular, Mexico City.

A long-time organizer in Somerville, Judy led the city’s outreach and

assistance to immigrants during the height of the COVID pandemic.

As a small business owner, she runs women’s leadership workshops,

trainings and retreats; elevating and uplifting women’s voices.

This year, Judy was elected to the Somerville City Council, along with

Beatriz Gómez-Mouakad. Judy and Bea are the first Latinas elected in

Somerville. Judy continues to support all Somerville residents,

championing equity through action to benefit our most vulnerable

community-members. Judy leads through inclusion, equity and justice

and is a dedicated public servant.

Kim Rivera

MBLLC Vice Chair, Representative Bud L . Williams - 11th Hampden

District

Ms. Kim Rivera, a long-time resident of Springfield has consistently earned the

respect of many as an advocate and community leader, diligently working

collaboratively across the city with numerous organizations, Civic

Groups/Associations, and individuals to build bridges, cultivate partnerships and

create better relationships. A die-hard Activist and Community Organizer, Kim

joined the League of Women in 2016, is a proud Member of the Springfield

Democratic Committee, the 2022 Springfield Women’s Commission, and has been

active on many Presidential, State, City, and local campaigns. Determined to

bolster alliances between the police and the community, Kim also volunteered for

the Springfield Police Forest Park C-3 Unit for 5 years.

Currently serving as the 11th Hampden District Legislative Aide to Representative

Bud L. Williams, House Chair of the Joint Committee on Racial Equity, Civil

Rights, and Inclusion and Vice-Chair of the MA Black and Latino Legislative

Caucus, Kim’s philosophy and approach to her work is why she is being nominated.

As she so eloquently states, “It is important to hold folks accountable and build

trust along the way. Trust in knowing that the community’s voice is being heard,

Trust in the relationships we consistently aim to nurture and Trust that you will

keep your word to the people. It’s not about where you come from or your station

in life, your religion or sexual preference, the color of your skin, your status, or your political party. It’s not

about personal gain or glory, show-boating or hidden agendas…It’s about the people you serve, the

differences between those individuals that makes each one unique. It’s about a community fighting for a

common cause and of course, the greater good. It’s simple, be respectful, be efficient, be purposeful, be

diligent, listen more often than you speak and Do the Necessary Work to affect change! I come from

humble beginnings and know all too well what it’s like to go without, struggling to do the best that you can

with little or no help. I choose to be a Beacon of Light for others because I’ve been there. I fight for, walk

with, and serve my community because I am grateful”.



Leanne DeRosa

Senator Jason Lewis, Fifth Middlesex

Leanne DeRosa teaches Theatre and English in Malden, where her

commitment to restorative justice and arts equity creates access to theatre in

spaces where the arts have historically been diluted. Her work in these

communities recently earned her an opportunity to establish statewide

BIPOC affinity spaces with the MA Department of Elementary and

Secondary Education and to create and build a community theatre program

funded through the City of Malden. Leanne continues to pursue educational

equity through the arts as an educator and artist.

Liliana Arroyave and Estefany Roldan

Representative Jessica Ann Giannino – 16
th

Suffolk District

Disadvantaged students in Latin America are at high risk of

failing in college.  In a region where only 46% of all college

students eventually graduate, underprivileged students also must

overcome educational gaps and economic hardship. Impact U

helps disadvantaged students in Latin America achieve their

university dreams.  They identify students who are facing

economic hardship with their living expenses and are at risk of

dropping out.  Their students receive financial assistance and

holistic support as an integral part of their mission. They want

them to be financially secure and build skills outside of their

curriculum that will help them succeed in the labor market.

Liliana Ortiz-Bermúdez

Rep. Smitty Pignatelli, 4th Berkshire District

Thanks to Liliana’s leadership and vision, Festival Latino has been a staple in

our community for 27 years. The Festival recognize the historical and

continuous contribution of Latin countries in music, dance and cuisine, while

promoting appreciation of Hispanic multicultural heritage and diversity. This

annual event brings together people from all over the county to celebrate and

learn about the many rich cultures that Latino community members share.

Liliana has played a critical part in making our community more inclusive.



Luz Brano

State Representative  Adrian Madaro

In 2015, Luz and other East Boston community members came together to

pursue alternative economic models to help immigrants and working-class

people resist neighborhood displacement resulting from gentrification and

general economic injustice. This led to the creation of  CCDS, which has

supported several ventures ranging from worker-owned cleaning cooperatives to

a collective of translators and interpreters. One of these cooperative projects

provides early education and child care for community members, something

which has become increasingly out of reach for many workers due to its scarcity

and high cost. These accomplishments exemplify Luz’s lifelong commitment to

fighting oppression and promoting Latino excellence in the United States

through dignified work and community-building efforts.

CCDS provides wrap-around services, workforce education, and training to individuals interested in

building worker-owned cooperatives that support community needs. Luz has been central to these efforts,

building leaders in the community who uplift each through solidarity. Through this work, CCDS has been

able to help bolster resilience within East Boston’s immigrant community.

Lidya Rivera-Early

State Representative Orlando Ramos, Hampden District

Lidya is the Owner of Lids Live Well Cafe. She is also a very strong community Leader,

Coaches and Supports local business while serving our community as the Director of

Community Engagement from STCC. She is also an active member of Chicopee/

Springfield communities for events around wellness

Michael Macenas

State Representative  Kip Diggs, 2nd Barnstable e District

Michael Mecenas is the Founder and Executive Director of Health Ministry Inc.,

a nonprofit organization created to provide health and community services for

immigrants and low-income families on the Cape and Islands. He is also a

Mental Health Clinician and a Tri-lingual Medical Interpreter at Cape Cod

Hospital. For over 20 years, Michael has been a trusted community leader for

those with language barriers and who struggle to navigate our system. His work

was critical during the COVID-19 pandemic, where he and his organization

helped the most vulnerable and struggling during one of our nation's most

turbulent periods. He has done important, honorable work that has been

especially helpful to the Latino/Hispanic community.



Miguel Gallego

State Representative Rob Consalvo, 14th Suffolk District

Miguel learned to cook when he was 11 years old, as his father passed away

and his mother had to work, so he was responsible for cooking for his

family. This passion for food and cooking led him to where he is today. He

moved to the US from Columbia in 2005. He got married in 2013, has two

children, and worked hard and saved money until he was able to purchase a

house in Lynn in 2015. In 2017, he began to work for his uncle at Las

Delicias Columbianas 2 as the manager. Four years later, he took over the

restaurant and became its new owner and chef with 15 employees. Under

his leadership, Las Delicias Columbianas 2 was renovated and got its beer

and wine license, making it even more of a gem in the Hyde Park restaurant

community. In addition to being a stellar business owner, Miguel has been

an engaged community member. He hosts dinner meetings for the Hyde

Park Board of Trade and Hyde Park Main Streets, going above and beyond

to provide great food at special rates for these nonprofits. He has sponsored

the New Mission High School football and basketball teams. He donated

soup to the Empty Bowls Project Fundraiser, with the proceeds going

toward fighting food insecurity. He participated in Hyde Park’s Juneteenth celebration, providing food

samples for attendees. He is involved with the Hyde Park Racial Equity and Justice forum series and

served as a panelist on a forum that focused on the Afro-Latino and Afro-Caribbean Diaspora. Miguel is a

representation of the American dream. The Hyde Park community has benefited from not only his

incredible Colombian food but his dedication to giving back and making our community a better place.

Miguel “Mickey” Guzmán

Representative Natalie Higgins

Miguel “Mickey” Guzmán is the Elders Program and Information &

Referral Specialist at the Spanish American Center and has been serving

our community for more than 27 years. Mickey was born in New York

City to Puerto Rican parents and attended college at 17 on a handball

scholarship. He earned his BA in Bilingual education with a Minor in

Psychology from Lake Forest College.

Mickey has continuously given back to the community, through his

coaching basketball, baseball and track and field. He has been leading

critical community discussions as a part of the Montachusett Martin

Luther King Jr. Coalition. Mickey has four children -- Mikey, Jessica,

Danny and Amanda -- and he loves to play music with them in their

family band, Fa'Unida.

Mickey has given so much of himself to Leominster and our surrounding

community. We are stronger because of his tireless advocacy for our neighbors and our region.



Milagros Pena, Jose Sotz, Sandra Gomez

Representative David Biele 4
th

Suffolk District

The Tierney Learning Center, (TLC), located at the Anne M. Lynch Homes at

Old Colony in South Boston, is the heart and soul of the surrounding

community. The TLC opened its doors in 2012 to serve an ecnomically

underserved community. The Tierney staff, along with their mission aligned

partners including ABCD Head Start, YMCA and Doc Wayne, provides a

wide range of services, including but not limited to Head Start, after school

programming for youth ages 6-12, teen programming, information and

referral services,  technology/training assistance, trauma informed youth

therapy, art  services, and food distribution. During the height of the COVID pandemic, the TLC staff were

able to pivot and offer virtual programming, delivered personal protection equipment, facilitated food

distribution, coordinated vaccination clinics, and were on-site to provide support. Although the TLC is

based on a collaborative service model, the three staff are the backbone of the TLC and the families it

serves: Sandra Gomez, Milagros (Milly) Pena and Jose Sotz.  Their dedication, commitment, caring, and

belief in what they do is why the Tierney Learning Center is so successful. Through their unending

commitment, they have earned the respect of the youth and their parents. It is because of their hard work

that the TLC is able to offer engaging programming and provided invaluable supports throughout the

pandemic.

Monica Sanchez

Závon Billups, Massachusetts Black and Latino Legislative Caucus

Executive Director

Monica grew up in a predominantly Hispanic community where the

majority of people are first generation immigrants. Watching the

hardships these communities experienced inspired her to volunteer at

non-profit organizations like La Casa de Don Pedro and Rosie's Place.

Through these opportunities she was able to give back while learning from

people that have suffered greatly under the American legal system. Monica

previously worked in the immigration legal field which reassured her that

there is great necessity for more Hispanic people in the legal field. While

attending law school she is working with an American historian by

translating her daily letters on American politics into Spanish. Through

this job Monica is able to help her community stay informed. Monica believes that no matter where her

career path takes her, she will continue giving back to a community she is proud to be part of.

Mujeres a la Vanguardia

State Representative Carlos Gonzalez, 10th Hampden District

This program is dedicated to helping the Latin women of Springfield find

resources depending on their needs and creates activities to maintain the

unity of the community.



Natalia De Magalhaes Albino Frois

State Representative Steven G. Xiarhos, 5th Barnstable

Natalia is from Guanhães, Minas Gerais, Brazil. She is a mother of Victoria 11

years old. She has built her career around the healthcare and business

administration industry. She has a bachelor's degree in Spanish and an MBA with

a concentration on Healthcare Informatics.

She is also an advocate for women in her role as a Commissioner in the Cape Cod

and Islands Commission on the Status of Women. She also serves as a board

member for the Hyannis Public Library. Natalia Frois is also the new Program

Director for Covenant to Care for Foster Families ministry in the Cape Cod

Council of Churches.She also is a part-time ESOL instructor at Cape Cod

Community College.

She also started her company International Business Relations and the founded

the Latino Business Network on January 2020. Working along with business

owners and helping them thrive with their business is her passion.

Recently in September 2022 she launched her first book in Portuguese, Liberta-se (Free Yourself). It is a

collection of poems that she wrote through the last 7 years as way to cope through unhealthy relationships

in which is about hope and letting it go. Each poem are her feelings and thoughts of struggles and hope.

Nurys Camargo

Rep. Brandy Fluker Oakley- 12th Suffolk

In addition to her service at the Cannabis Control Commission, Nurys has

contributed to communities across the Commonwealth through her

legislative advocacy and community relations work with government,

private, and non-profit initiatives. She founded the Chica Project to close

the opportunity divide for young Latinas; she led the Safe and Successful

Youth Initiative to help reduce recidivism by extending wrap-around

services and transitional programming for young men; and she has advised

campaigns across Massachusetts for women and Black and Latinx

candidates.

Nurys Garcia

Sonia Chang-Diaz, Second Suffolk District

Nurys has been a dedicated phlebotomist at Brookside community health

center in the Jamaica Plain community for over 30 years. Her passion

and care for her patients are always number one priority especially during

the pandemic.  We are so grateful for Nurys service and her dedicated

years in providing an excellent healthcare experience for her patients and

the greater community.



Orlando Ojeda-Pagán

State Representative David LeBoeuf, 17th Worcester District

Since coming to Massachusetts from Puerto Rico, Orlando

Ojeda-Pagán has spent nearly a decade working in public education.

For the past six years, that has been in the Worcester Public Schools,

where he works as an instructional assistant. Orlando has also

devoted himself to advocating for the community and encouraging

civic participation in our democratic process.Whether it's advocating

for equal rights, racial justice, or equity in our education system,

Orlando is always there contributing to efforts to make sure all can

live a better life.

Pamela “Pam” Leins

Nominated by Representative Liz Miranda

Pamela is the Executive Director at the Boston Education Fund (BEBF)

and the owner and CEO of Modern Muse Makeup and In The Cut

Barbershop in Mission Hill. She previously served as Interim Deputy

Commissioner and Director of Planning and Development for Boston

Centers for Youth & Families (BCYF), the City of Boston’s network of

community centers and largest human service agency. She is a proud

graduate of the Boston Latin School, Umass Amherst & Boston, and

Northeastern University, where she obtained her Master’s.

Pamela is the role model of Latina Personify, as a community leader and

business owner; she knows first-hand the sacrifice it takes to be where she

is today and to keep the doors open for others like her. Pamela is a first-generation Chilena and currently

lives in Mattapan with her partner, her two beautiful children, and her fur baby Lola.

Pamela has been a champion of Boston’s young people and a prolific community builder and connector

that uses her first-hand experiences to create equitable, community-centered educational and

philanthropic initiatives to support Boston’s children, families, and educators. She is making meaningful

change in her communion.

Pedro Cruz

Nominated by Representative Jon Santiago,

As Director of Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción's nationally-recognized Youth

Development Program, Pedro excels at connecting with youth in his community

through academic support, arts education and leadership training and is deeply

committed to serving others. His experience as an attendee of the program that he

now directs is crucial and adds to the expertise he brings to his work. For his

dedication to service, social justice, and community responsibility, Pedro is

incredibly deserving of recognition as a Latino Excellence Honoree.



Rachel Lopez

Nominated by Representative Mike Kushmerek

Rachel is an exceptional member of the community. Resource

Management Inc., the company she is the President of, provides a wide

range of HR services to many businesses. This ensures that employees

are given fair access to necessary tools such as workers’ comp insurance,

benefits, and safety management. Additionally, as the chair of North

Central Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, Rachel

worked with the board, chamber staff, and membership to lead efforts

within the chamber and accomplish their mission of serving the region's

business community. Businesses within North Central Massachusetts

have been greatly impacted by the hard work of Rachel as chair to ensure

that they remain strong!

Regina Bertholdo

Nominated by Representative Mike Connolly, 26th
Middlesex District

Regina’s long tenure with the City of Somerville includes:
Director of Enrollment at Somerville Public Schools for 22
years, 6 years as a Multilingual Services Coordinator, and 2
years as Family Network Director. Now, as Director of Basic
Needs and Housing Support Services, her office  supports
unhoused students, students in foster care, and their families.
Her office helps students and families access clothing, food,
transportation, shelter, and housing resources, in addition to
helping mitigate risk for students approaching homlessness.
Regina holds a degree from Faculdades Integradas Tibriçá, in
São Paulo, Brasil.

Roberto Velasquez
State Representative Joseph McGonagle, Middlesex district

Roberto is able to make a difference in our community. He works

with the youth during the summer by providing them workforce

opportunities within the community as a way to set them up for the

future. He also helps provide E.S.L. classes and translates to offer

better services to any whom may need it.



Rosario Alvarez
Senate President Karen E. Spilka, Second Middlesex and Norfolk

Creating and maintaining an integrated culture of inclusion, no matter

what the child’s language or special needs, Rosario was trailblazing three

decades ago, when she became director of Framingham Public Schools’

BLOCKS preschool and continues her constant advocacy and tenacity

today. She envisioned BLOCKS as a cohesive community, and to that end,

she would no longer tolerate separation of non-English speakers or

children who are medically fragile. Their variety of home situations often

made it complicated to support the parents’ role as “a child’s first teacher at

home,” but Rosie felt that only by creating a learning environment for the

entire family, especially those with special education challenges, would the

student and their family be enabled to live their best lives.

She was a driving force behind establishing Framingham’s full-day kindergarten program, designing the

curriculum, operations, and finances, with equity as her overarching value.

Rosie focused not just on the well-being of students and their families, but on her staff as well. She worked

to elevate the image of the industry and the perception of the early childhood education workforce,

making it clear they are not merely babysitters, but professionals with the skills, dedication, and flexibility

to successfully meet the needs of each of the thousands of children who have attended BLOCKS.

Rossana Salazar, MPH

State Representative Mindy Domb, 3
rd

Hampshire District

Rossana has worked with the Latinx community to advance food justice in

the town of Amherst. In partnership with Family Outreach of Amherst, she

facilitated community conversations around how to increase food security

and access which led to the development of the bicultural bilingual

community-led Amherst Mobile Market and

the Fort River Community Garden. She continues to provide direct support

to these projects and the community.

Sandra Maiuri

Rep. Kate Hogan, Third Middlesex District

Sandra is instrumental in helping non-English speaking families

integrate with their community. She has an understanding and vision

for bringing needed resources to English Learners and has helped

hundreds of families become better assimilated in Hudson.



Saritin Rizzuto

State Representative Kate Lipper-Garabedian, 32nd Middlesex

District (Melrose, Wakefield, & Malden

Saritin is Vice President of Emerging Populations & Community

Relations at Metro Credit Union.  She is a member of the Board of

Trustees for The Immigrant Learning Center, Phoenix Academy Charter

School, Casa Myrna, North Suffolk Mental Health, The East Boston

Social Center, The Newmarket Business Association and The Governor’s

Public Education Nominating Council. She is past President of North

Suffolk Mental Health Board of Director and past President of the Rotary

Club of Chelsea.

Saritin’s life of service – including in teen health, disability, AIDS, mental health and addiction, and

domestic violence – has been as tireless as it has been compassionate. Her effectiveness has benefited

local, regional, and national organizations and the people they serve . In Wakefield,  she has been a

longtime supporter of the Wakefield Boys and Girls Club and the Wakefield business community and

organizes an annual holiday dinner and gift drive for seniors.

Shantel Alix Fernandez

Senator Joan B. Lovely, Second Essex District

Shantel is an active, valued Salem resident. She serves as a board

member at the Salem Food Pantry, Punto Urban Art Museum, Salem

Youth Commission, The Civic Engagement Advisory Board for Salem

State University, and most recently Project Out; a transgender health

advocacy program. Her passion project is her membership in the

Massachusetts Trans Women Leadership, a group that aims to

strengthen leaders in gender equality.

Viviana Vilches

Representative Jack Patrick Lewis

Viviana has devoted her life to improve Framingham and the MetroWest

Region. She has used her background in music  to work to close the gap

between Latinx community members and the rest of the community. By

ensuring events and resources are in multiple languages, and worked with

the school to ensure the casting of FHS production of In the Heights was

more diverse, this resulted in the first ever Framingham High School Drama

Company having a BIPOC cast. She has always worked to maintain strong

connections to Puerto Rico, and acts as a liaison between the island and the

Puerto Rican diaspora.


